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$QG�QRZ�� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ�
FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW«� 
 
,Q� WKH� HDUO\� \HDUV� RI�
%&5�� ZH� ZHUH� VWLOO�
ZULWLQJ� XS� UHVXOWV� IURP�
ELUG� VWXGLHV� SHUIRUPHG�
RQ� VRPH� RI� WKH� PRVW�
UHPRWH� LVODQG� FKDLQV� RQ�
(DUWK�� � :H� KDYH�� RI�
FRXUVH�� VLQFH� PRYHG� RQ�

WR� VWXG\LQJ� ELUG�
FRPPXQLWLHV� KHUH� LQ� WKH�
1RUWKHDVW�� +RZHYHU�� GXH�
WR� UHFHQW� DGYDQFHV� LQ�
DQDO\WLF� WHFKQLTXHV�� ZH�
DUH�UHYLVLWLQJ�WKHVH�HDUOLHU�
VWXGLHV� WR� H[WUDFW� QHZ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� � WKH�
ODUJHO\� XQNQRZQ� DQG�
RIWHQ� KLJKO\� HQGDQJHUHG�
ELUG� FRPPXQLWLHV� RI� WKH�

WURSLFDO��3DFLILF� 
 
)URP� ����� WR� ������ %&5�
'LUHFWRU� &UDLJ� SHUIRUPHG�
D� VHULHV� RI� VHDVRQDO�
SRSXODWLRQ�VXUYH\V�RQ� WKH�
IRUHVW�ELUGV�RI�WKH�0DULDQD�
,VODQGV�� �2QO\�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�
WKH� GDWD� KDV� HYHU� EHHQ�

 
�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

The Mariana Fruit Dove, endemic to the Mariana Islands, has for the first time 
been recorded colonizing on its own another island in the chain. 



The more diverse bird communities of the extensive, unbroken native forests of the Palau 
Islands provides a model for what prehistoric bird communities were like in the highly 

altered Mariana Islands. 
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“Perhaps the 
most notable 

finding is 
how human 
activity over 

the past 
multiple 
thousand 
years has 

altered the 
structure of  

Mariana 
Island bird 

communities.
” 
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ISLAND BIRDS 
-C ON T IN U E D  

DQDO\]HG�� EXW� QRZ�� E\�
XVLQJ� QHZ� WHFKQLTXHV��
ZH� KDYH� OHDUQHG� QHZ�
IDFWV�DERXW�WKH�G\QDPLFV�
RI� WKLV� V\VWHP� WKDW� KDYH�
LPSRUWDQW� LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�
ZLOGOLIH� FRQVHUYDWLRQ���
$PRQJ� WKHVH� DUH� WKDW�
WKHUH� LV� OLWWOH� VHDVRQDO�
FKDQJH� LQ� SRSXODWLRQ�
GHQVLWLHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
\HDU� HYHQ� WKRXJK� PDQ\�
VSHFLHV� DSSHDU� WR� KDYH�
SHDN� VHDVRQDO� EUHHGLQJ�
WLPHV� 
 
3HUKDSV� WKH� PRVW�
QRWDEOH� ILQGLQJ� LV� WKDW�
KXPDQ� DFWLYLW\� RYHU� WKH�
SDVW� PXOWLSOH� WKRXVDQG�
\HDUV� KDV� DOWHUHG� WKH�
VWUXFWXUH� RI� 0DULDQD�

,VODQG� ELUG� FRPPXQLWLHV���
$W� OHDVW� KDOI� RI� WKH�
RULJLQDO� IDXQD� KDV�
EHFRPH� H[WLQFW� VLQFH�
KXPDQ� DUULYDO�� � 2I� WKH�
UHPDLQLQJ� VSHFLHV�� WKH�
WKUHH� PRVW� HFRORJLFDOO\�
YHUVDWLOH� RQHV� KDYH� EXLOW�
SRSXODWLRQV� WR� OHYHOV�
ZKHUH� WKH\� QRZ�
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\� GRPLQ-
DWH�WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV��� 
 
7KH� FRPSDUDWLYHO\�
SULVWLQH� 3DODX� ,VODQGV� RI�
WKH� IDU� ZHVWHUQ� 3DFLILF�
SURYLGH� D� PRGHO� IRU�
RULJLQDO� 0DULDQD�
FRQGLWLRQV�� � 0RVW� DOO� RI�
WKH� H[WLQFW� 0DULDQD�
VSHFLHV� DUH� VWLOO� SUHVHQW�

LQ�3DODX�� �,W�DSSHDUV�WKDW�
WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI�
DGGLWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\�
PHPEHUV� SUHYHQWV�
VSHFLHV� IURP� UHDFKLQJ�
WKH� KLJK� GHQVLWLHV�
DFKLHYHG� LQ� WKH�
0DULDQDV�� � ,QVWHDG�� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\� H[KLELWV�
JUHDWHU� HYHQQHVV� LQ�
VSHFLHV� DEXQGDQFHV�� � $�
³SUHSULQW´� GUDIW� RI� WKLV�
ZRUN� PD\� EH� YLHZHG� DW�
KWWS���
ZZZ�ELUGFRQVHUYDWLRQUHV
HDUFK�RUJ�SGI�IRUHVW�
��ELUGV���RI�
��PDULDQDV�SGI� 
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“…although 
bird numbers 
at Yale Forest 

were 
generally low, 

both the  
Red- and 

White-
winged 

Crossbill 
occurred 

consistently 
on survey 
transects.” 

:LQWHU� LV� D� TXLHW� VHDVRQ�
LQ� WKH� KLJK� HOHYDWLRQ�
IRUHVWV� RI� <DOH-0\HUV�
)RUHVW� LQ� 8QLRQ��
&RQQHFWLFXW�� � $V�
GHPRQVWUDWHG� LQ� )RUHVW�
%LUGV� RI� &RQQHFWLFXW� DQG�
5KRGH� ,VODQG� �KWWS���
ZZZ�DUWVDQGDFDGHPLF�QHW
�SGI�)RUHVW���%LUGV�
��RI���&7���	�
��5,�����SGI���ELUGV�WHQG�
WR� OHDYH� WKHVH� IRUHVWV� IRU�
ORZHU� HOHYDWLRQV� DW� WKH�
&RQQHFWLFXW��5KRGH�,VODQG�
FRDVW�� �+RZHYHU��ZLQWHU� LV�
TXLWH� YDULDEOH� LQ� WHUPV� RI�
IRUHVW� ELUG� FRPPXQLWLHV��

DQG� WKLV� SDVW� ZLQWHU� ZDV�
QRWDEO\� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKDW�
RI�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV� 
 
/DVW� IDOO� KDG� WKH� ODUJHVW�
LQFXUVLRQ� RI� QRUWKHUQ� ILQFK�
VSHFLHV� LQWR� RXU� UHJLRQ� LQ�
\HDUV�� ZLWK� KXJH� QXPEHUV�
RI�SDUWLFXODUO\�3LQH�6LVNLQV�
PRYLQJ� WKURXJK� VRXWKHUQ�
1HZ� (QJODQG�� � $OWKRXJK�
E\� ZLQWHU� PDQ\� RI� WKHVH�
ELUGV� KDG� OHIW�� HVSHFLDOO\�
FURVVELOO�VSHFLHV�UHPDLQHG���
&RQVHTXHQWO\�� HYHQ�
WKRXJK� ELUG� QXPEHUV� DW�
<DOH�)RUHVW�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�
ORZ�� ERWK� WKH� 5HG-� DQG�

WINTER STUDIES  
AT 

YALE FOREST 

:KLWH-ZLQJHG� &URVVELOO�
RFFXUUHG� FRQVLVWHQWO\� RQ�
VXUYH\�WUDQVHFWV� 
 
$QRWKHU� VSHFLHV� SUHVHQW�
LQ� ODUJHU�QXPEHUV� WKDQ� LQ�
PRVW�ZLQWHUV�ZDV�WKH�5HG
-EUHDVWHG� 1XWKDWFK�� � ,Q�
FRQWUDVW�� WKH� *ROGHQ-
FURZQHG� .LQJOHW��
DEXQGDQW� LQ� VRPH�
ZLQWHUV�� ZDV� ODUJHO\�
DEVHQW� 

The White-breasted Nuthatch (above) was joined by its northern cousin, 
the Red-breasted Nuthatch, as common forest birds this winter. 



Bird Conservation                 Volume 23, Issue 2 

“Another 
focus of  our 
planting has 

been on 
adding 

species that 
produce 

persistent 
fruits that 

provide food 
for our native 
fruit-eating 
species...” 

FIELD STATION  
UPDATE 
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The alien thickets of our hay field borders are being systematically opened and 
underplanted with native trees and shrubs. 

KDYH� SHUPLWWHG� RWKHU�
QDWLYHV� WR� HVWDEOLVK�
WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ� 
 
7KLV� \HDU�� ZH� ZLOO� DOVR�
EHJLQ� DGGLQJ� $PHULFDQ�
&KHVWQXW� WUHHV� WR� WKH�
ERUGHU�DV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�
VWUDWHJ\� WR� UHSRSXODWH�
WKLV� VSHFLHV� LQ� RXU�
UHJLRQ�� � 7KLV� WUHH� ZDV�
RQFH� GRPLQDQW��
SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� GULHU�
IRUHVWV� RI� HDVWHUQ�
&RQQHFWLFXW� DQG� 5KRGH�
,VODQG�� � ,W�ZDV�DOVR�RQFH�
RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�
WUHHV� IRU� ZLOGOLIH�
WKURXJKRXW� LWV� HQWLUH�
UDQJH� 

$V� WKH� JURXQG� ILQDOO\�
EHJLQV� WR� WKDZ�
FRPSOHWHO\�� ZH� DUH�
PRYLQJ� DKHDG� ZLWK�
HDUO\� VSULQJ� SODQWLQJ� RI�
QDWLYH�WUHHV�DQG�VKUXEV�
LQWR� RXU� ILHOG� ERUGHUV���
7KHVH�ILHOG�ERUGHUV�DUH�
SUHVHQWO\�GRPLQDWHG�E\�
DOLHQ�VKUXEV�DQG�YLQHV��
VR� SHULRGLF� FRQWURO�
PHDVXUHV� DUH� UHTXLUHG�
WR� JLYH� WKH� QHZ�
SODQWLQJV� D� FKDQFH� WR�
EHFRPH� HVWDEOLVKHG���
6RPH� VSHFLHV� KDYH�
EHHQ� SODQWHG� LQ�
SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��DQG�RXU�
ZHHG� FRQWURO� DFWLYLWLHV�

$QRWKHU� IRFXV� RI� RXU�
SODQWLQJ� KDV� EHHQ� RQ�
DGGLQJ� VSHFLHV� WKDW�
SURGXFH� SHUVLVWHQW� IUXLWV�
WKDW� SURYLGH� IRRG� IRU� RXU�
QDWLYH�IUXLW-HDWLQJ�VSHFLHV��
OLNH� &HGDU� :D[ZLQJV��
*UD\� &DWELUGV�� %URZQ�
7KUDVKHUV� DQG�
0RFNLQJELUGV�� �6SHFLHV�RI�
YLEXUQXP� DQG� GRJZRRG�
KDYH� EHHQ� DPRQJ� WKRVH�
SODQWHG� 
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“All three 
crow species 

have 
appeared at 

BCR’s 
Pomfret field 

station.” 

CONNECTICUT  IS  NOW A  
THREE CROW  STATE 

2QFH� FRQILQHG� WR� WKH�
PRVW� UHPRWH� ZLOGHUQHVV�
IRUHVWV�RI�1HZ�(QJODQG¶V�
IDU� QRUWK�� WKH� &RPPRQ�
5DYHQ� EHJDQ� LWV� UDSLG�
H[SDQVLRQ� VRXWK� LQ� WKH�
����V�� ZKHQ� D� SDLU� ILUVW�
DSSHDUHG� LQ� 1RUWKHDVW�
&RQQHFWLFXW¶V� <DOH�
)RUHVW�� � 6LQFH� WKHQ�� LW�
KDV� H[SDQGHG� LWV� UDQJH�
DQG� QXPEHUV� VRXWK� WR�
WKH� FRDVW�� � 7KLV� PXFK�
ODUJHU� FRXVLQ� RI� WKH�
$PHULFDQ� &URZ� KDV�
JUHDWO\� H[SDQGHG� LWV� XVH�
RI�KDELWDWV�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�
SHULRG�DQG�QRZ� URXWLQHO\�
FR-RFFXUV�ZLWK�LWV�UHODWLYH�
LQ� IDUPODQGV� DQG� HYHQ�
EDFN�\DUGV� 
 
'XULQJ� WKH� VDPH� \HDUV��
WKH�VPDOOHU�DQG�VRXWKHUO\�
GLVWULEXWHG� FRXVLQ� RI� WKH�
$PHULFDQ�&URZ�� WKH�)LVK�
&URZ�� KDV� JRQH� IURP�

EHLQJ� DQ� XQFRPPRQ�
UHVLGHQW� RI� WKH� FRDVW� WR��
RFFXUULQJ�HYHQ�IDU�LQODQG���
$OWKRXJK� LWV� UDQJH�
H[SDQVLRQ� KDV� QRW� EHHQ�
DV� GUDPDWLF� DV� WKDW� RI��
&RPPRQ� 5DYHQ�� LW� KDV�
VWLOO� PDGH� LPSUHVVLYH�
LQFXUVLRQV�DZD\�IURP�VDOW�
ZDWHU� HQYLURQPHQWV� WR�
IUHVKZDWHU� LQWHULRU� DUHDV���
,W� GRHV� VWLOO� VHHP� WR� EH�
SULPDULO\� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK�
ZDWHU��KRZHYHU� 
 
7KH� )LVK� &URZ� KDV� ORQJ�
EHHQ� DQ� HDUO\� VSULQJ�
PLJUDQW� WKURXJK�
SDUWLFXODUO\� HDVWHUQ�
&RQQHFWLFXW� � DQG� 5KRGH�
,VODQG�� DV� LQGLYLGXDOV�
PRYH� QRUWK� WRZDUG� &DSH�
&RG�� �1RZ��KRZHYHU�� WKH�
VSHFLHV�PD\� EH� IRXQG� LQ�
LQODQG�DUHDV�HYHQ��LQ�PLG
-VXPPHU�� �$OO� WKUHH� FURZ�
VSHFLHV� KDYH� DSSHDUHG�

DW� %&5¶V� 3RPIUHW� ILHOG�
VWDWLRQ� 
 
(YHQ� WKH� XELTXLWRXV�
$PHULFDQ� &URZ� KDV�
XQGHUJRQH� VXEVWDQWLDO�
DOEHLW� ODUJHO\� XQ-QRWLFHG�
SRSXODWLRQ� FKDQJHV� � LQ�
UHFHQW�GHFDGHV���'XULQJ�
WKH� HDUO\� ����V��
QXPEHUV� SOXPPHWHG�
ZKHQ� :HVW� 1LOH� 9LUXV�
ILUVW� DSSHDUHG� LQ� 1HZ�
(QJODQG���&URZV�SURYHG�
SDUWLFXODUO\� YXOQHUDEOH�
WR� WKH� GLVHDVH�� � 7KH�
H[WHQW� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�
GHFOLQH� DQG� LWV�
VXEVHTXHQW� UHFRYHU\� LV�
GRFXPHQWHG� LQ� )RUHVW�
%LUGV� RI� &RQQHFWLFXW�
DQG� 5KRGH� ,VODQG�
�KWWS���
ZZZ�DUWVDQGDFDGHPLF�
QHW�SGI�)RUHVW�
��%LUGV���RI���&7�
��	���5,�����SGI�� 

Bird Conservation 

The Common Raven is now a lawn  bird in southern New England. 
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\RX� PD\� GR� VR� RQOLQH�
WKURXJK� *R)XQG0H�
��KWWSV���
ZZZ�JRIXQGPH�FRP�
I��QTOVV��� � 0HPEHUVKLSV�
UHPDLQ� RQH� RI� RXU�
SULQFLSDO� PHDQV� RI�

,W� LV� WLPH� WR� UHQHZ�
PHPEHUVKLS� IRU� �������
([LVWLQJ� PHPEHUV� KDYH�
UHFHLYHG�UHQHZDO�IRUPV�LQ�
WKH�PDLO�� � ,I� \RX�KDYH�QRW�
\HW� EHFRPH� D� PHPEHU��

0(0%(56+,3�  

0HPEHUVKLS 
� 
 
 
 
 
BBBB�����5HJXODU�PHPEHU� 
BBBB�����)DPLO\�PHPEHUVKLS 
BBBB������6XVWDLQLQJ�PHPEHU 
BBBB�������&RQWULEXWRU 
BBBB������3DWURQ 
BBBB������%HQHIDFWRU 
BBBB��������*UDQG��EHQHIDFWRU 
 
1DPH���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
$GGUHVV���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
 
7RZQ����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
� 
&LW\���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
6WDWH��]LS���BBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
3KRQH����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
(-PDLO����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

%LUG 
&RQVHUYDWLRQ 
5HVHDUFK��,QF� 

IXQGLQJ� WKH� SURMHFWV� WKDW�
ZH� FRQGXFW�� VR� � SOHDVH�
FRQVLGHU� MRLQLQJ� XV����
0HPEHUVKLS� DSSOLFDWLRQV�
DQG� FRQWULEXWLRQ� RSWLRQV�
DUH�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�RQ�RXU�
ZHE�VLWH� 

Don’t forget to renew your membership.  Also don’t forget to chase your chickens  
out of the kitchen. 


